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Hero or Deserter t 
I must speak again of Remi Treinblay, the 
employe of the Tory government of Canada, 
who has been brought to Fall River to edit a 
French paper whose anti-American spirit is 
becoming more and more marked. 
The readers may remember that when I 
pointed out the attacks of Tremblay on our 
schools, he boasted of his service in the Amer­
ican army. " I have," he wrote, " during the 
secession war, proved my devotion to Repub­
lican institution,in a better way than by claim­
ing for myself the monopoly of patriotism. I 
stood the brunt of the battle and the horrors 
of Libby prison, while the professor kept at 
safe distance." 
I asked Remi Tremblay some questions about 
the date of bis enlistment, the bouuty he re­
ceived, &c., but he did not answer. Then 
wishing to know the record of this patriotic 
Canadian, I wrote to Washington, and as I had 
reason to suppose he might have enlisted un­
der the names of Eugene Leducor Leon Duroc, 
L gave these two names with his own to the 
Secretary of War. Here is the answer, in full, 
I received last week. 
Prof. A'arcisse Cyr, tiarragansett Hotel, Fall 
River, Mass: 
Sir:—In reply to your application oi the 9th 
i inst., for the military record of Eugene Leduc, 
Remi Treuiblay and Leon Duroc,14th Infantry, 
11 have the honor to inform you that there is 
no record of an enlistment in the regular army 
of Eugene Leduc in 1863-64, or of Leon Duroc 
between 1801 and 1805. Remi Tremblay en­
listed November 7,1803, deserted from Co. F, 
1st Baltimore 14tli Infantry, August 20, 1864, 
was apprehended in March, I860, and sent to 
Fort Trumbull, Conn. The records do not 
show what finally became of him. The press­
ure of business at this office will not permit a 
compliance with your request for a list of pris 
oners at Libby Prison at the beginning of 
1805. Very respectfully, your obedient ser-
Our readers can now form an idea of the 
character of this man, who, although a de­
serter—and the above record is far from tell­
ing the whole truth—had the audacity to boast 
of his heroism in the army to prove his devo­
tion to Republican institutions. Men of honor 
of any race can have but one opinion of such a 
person. 
WAK DEPARTMENT, 
Adjutant General's Office, 
WASHINGTON. Aug. 27, 1885. 
vant, E. D. ItRUOB, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
[For tlie News.] 
An Informer. 
MB. EDITOR Allow me to help your corre­
spondent out of his entanglement. For the 
last two months he has been throwing mud at 
me and publishing falsehoods on my account In 
your rery interesting paper. I thought I would 
give him rope enough to hang himself, and 
never answered him but once. Now I see that 
he has got so badly mixed up in my military 
record that I feel I must come to his relief and 
complete the somewhat scanty information he 
has at length succeeded ia getting from Wash­
ington. 
Believing me to be a deserter, he thought he 
would revenge himself upon me for branding 
him as a public liar, by denouncing me to the 
military authorities. But it seems that the 
latter were not willing to become the instru­
ment of his hatred, and declined to have mo 
shot as a deserter, which decision caused Pro­
fessor Cyr to suffer great pangs in his patri­
otic heart. Whatever great crimes 1 may have 
committed, I am not amenable to him. Still, 
notwithstanding what he states to the contra­
ry, I did answer one of his silly questions 
when I told him in VIndependant that I had 
never received any bounty. I was 16 years old 
when I enlisted, 18 when I left the army. He 
says that he had rchsons to heiu>v<» »hr.t I had 
? culiaLcil audc'LUB BUUll' "f FUgL'ii*-T.ortw<» wr 
Leon Duroc. The letter he has quoted from 
the Asst. Adjutant General shows that he had 
no reason to believe any such thing. These 
two names he has taken from a book of fiction 
which I wrote, and all hough his own great 
failure is to pervert the truth, this is an avow­
al on his part that he firmly believes that I am 
incapable of following his example even in a 
work of fiction. 
He has published the proof that I served 
from Nov. 7th, 1868, to August 20tb, 1864, 
with a regiment who, during that period, took 
part in the battles of the Wilderness, Spott-
sylvania Court House, North Anna, Cold Har­
bor and two or three heavy engagements be­
fore Petersburg. I may add that during the 
whole of that time X received nothing but 
compliments from my officers. I was only a 
child, but I fought like a man, while the Pro­
fessor was engaged in the very peaceful occu­
pation of keeping a ladies" seminary, accord­
ing to his version of the affair. As long as 
there was war in the United States he stuck 
fast to his native country, and Canada could 
only get rid of him the moment he thought 
there would be a chance here to palm himself 
off as a patriot by offering the government to 
act as an informer in time of peace. 
If I was to follow his example I might ask 
lifm how much he got for the last information 
he sent to Washington, but I will not. I might 
tell him that there never was such a regiment 
aB the 1st Baltimore 14th Infantry. It cannot 
be an error on his part,for we all know that he 
is the greatest proof reader out of jail, and 
every body has seen him sneaking around the 
streets with a number of VIndependant point­
ing out typographical errors which were just as 
imaginary as the learning he so humbly boasts 
of, or the danger there is according to him of 
my taking the American institutions under 
my arm and running off with them. He 
meant 1st Battalion, 14th U. S. Infantry. But 
let me refer to (be last part of the official 
document whieb he so exultingly flaunts in 
my face. It says : 
•' Was apprehended in March,1865, and sent 
to Fort Trumbull, Conn. The records do not 
show what finally became of him. The press­
ure of business at this office will not permit a 
compliance with your request for a list of pris 
oners at Libby Prison at the beginning of 
1866." 
Really, the great protector of American in­
stitutions is very unfortunate in bis attempt to 
slander me. It is not to he supposod that I got 
away from Fort Trumbull without leave,or the 
records would show it. And as the report is 
rather incomplete, 1 will supplement it. I 
was sent from Fort Trumbull to Camp Parole, 
Annapolis, Maryland, where I belonged, hav­
ing been paroled from Libby on the 6th of 
February previous. Between the 20th of Au­
gust, 1864, and the 5th of February, 1865,1 
was not seen within the Federal lines, for the 
excellent reason that the rebels had me in 
their power. My regiment was then in front 
of Petersburg, Va. I was reported as a desert­
er. So was probably another man who was 
taken prisoner at the same time as' myself. 
When apprehended in Fort Trumbull, I was 
out on a 30 days' furlough, issued from Camp 
Parole, a record of which must have been kept 
to this date. The authorities apparently find­
ing out their mistake, I was accordingly sent 
back to Camp Parole, where I remained until 
the war was over. I was still there when Lee 
surrendered and when Lincoln was assassi­
nated. I went back to Canada the very day on 
which Jeff. Davis was captured. 
Since that time I have become a Journ­
alist while Mr. Cyr has become an informer. 
I never had an enemy in my life; I have always 
been respected by everybody, and, at the age 
of 38 years, I have had the much envied honor 
of being attacked by an old slanderer who has 
left traces of his passage wherever he has 
been, and who, coming here to pass a vacation 
of two months,has started his already defunct 
Bulletin for the express purpose of insulting 
all the leading French Canadians in general 
and myself in particular. I was a stranger in 
the place, but he was too well known to do me 
any harm, and I can afford to look down with 
contempt on the cowardly infdVmer who 
sought vainly to deprive my wife and children 
of their support. Feeling that his assertions 
are not substantiated by the document he has 
produced, he complains that the record is far 
from telling the whole truth. If it did it 
would contradict him still better and more 
fully corroborate what I stated at first, name­
ly: That I stood the brunt of the battle and 
the horrors of Libby prison, while the profes­
sor kept at a safe distance. 
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/̂M//ua, auû yc **Jpuiii favt k/yt&vixs? •̂ t-
A/V^̂  /^Wt4w£ C» i2^ #TA. WA-(_ C/TV^U'̂ Ĵ ĴI 4/M~ Cy-/l.̂ c/~ 
7C ŷ ruta lA v̂r-v̂  
-/ y Vvuuc^-
 ̂ #4*. A. 4* ahu. UV î̂  ul de 
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